KinTruRry Ruighton's Series,

A Brief History

Kintbury is a historic and strategically significant village nestled in the broad, fertile valley of the River
Kennet, where the river cuts a gap through the chalk of the Berkshire Downs. Its history is one

of ancient crossing points, waterborne trade, milling, and transport evolution, shaped by its
position at a natural ford and later a key junction on the Kennet & Avon Canal and the Great Western
Railway. The village presents a narrative of layered connectivity, from prehistoric trackways and
Roman roads to the canal age and the railway era, each leaving a profound physical and economic
imprint. It served as a local commercial and administrative centre for the surrounding downland
parishes, with a rich history of industry, dissent, and community.

Terrain

Kintbury occupies a valley-floor site on the alluvial floodplain of the River Kennet, with the village
core situated on slightly higher river gravel terraces to avoid frequent flooding. The underlying
geology is complex: chalk forms the steep valley sides to the north and south, overlain by clay-with-
flints on the plateau, while the valley floor consists of alluvial clays, gravels, and peat deposits. This
creates a landscape of stark contrast: flat, lush water-meadows and pasture along the river, rising
abruptly to wooded chalk slopes and open downland. The presence of reliable water power from the
Kennet and its tributaries was the foundation of its industrial prosperity.

What stands out

The most defining feature of Kintbury is its linear, riverside character and dense concentration of
historic transport infrastructure. The village stretches along the Kennet & Avon Canal and the

old Bath Road (A4), with a core of 17th to 19th-century brick and timber-framed buildings clustered
around the church, canal wharf, and former coaching inns. The canal, with its picturesque wharves,
locks (Kintbury Lock), and bridges, is the village's central scenic and historic spine. The parallel Great
Western Railway viaduct and station add a later layer of Victorian engineering grandeur. This



combination of road, canal, and rail in one valley gives Kintbury a uniquely connected and
industrious feel, quite different from more isolated downland villages.

Ancient Trackways

Kintbury lay at a crucial river crossing point on a major east-west route—the prehistoric and Roman
road that evolved into the London-to-Bath road (A4). This route followed the dry ground along the
spring line at the foot of the downs, fording the River Kennet here. A significant north-south

route also converged at this point, descending from the downland plateau to the ford, connecting
the Ridgeway to the Kennet Valley and routes north to the Thames. This crossroads location made
Kintbury a natural hub for trade, communication, and military movement for millennia.

Mesolithic & Neolithic and other historic Sites
e Mesolithic: Flint scatters on the higher, drier valley slopes.

¢ Neolithic: The fertile valley would have attracted early farmers; evidence is likely buried
under alluvium.

e Other Historic Sites: St. Mary's Church (12th-century origins, restored). The site of a
possible Roman settlement or posting station near the ford. Medieval moated site of
Kintbury Manor (near the church). Kennet & Avon Canal structures (Kintbury Lock, wharf,
bridge, dry dock) — a Scheduled Ancient Monument. Kintbury Railway Station &

Viaduct (1840s). Multiple historic mill sites along the river.

Mesolithic & Neolithic and other historic Finds

Prehistoric finds include Neolithic polished axes and Bronze Age metalwork, often discovered in
gravel workings. Iron Age finds suggest settlement on the defended promontories overlooking the
valley. Roman finds are concentrated along the line of the Bath Road and at the ford, including
pottery, coins, and building material, indicating a substantial roadside settlement or small town
(mutatio or mansio). Medieval finds are abundant around the church and manor: high-quality
pottery, metalwork, and evidence of tanning and milling. Post-medieval finds relate to the canal,
coaching trade, and milling: clay pipes, bottles, industrial ceramics, and railway artefacts.

Key Ancient Landmarks

1. St. Mary's Church, Kintbury: A large, handsome church with a Norman tower, reflecting the
village's medieval importance.

2. The Kennet & Avon Canal at Kintbury: Including Kintbury Lock, the Wharf, the Canal
Cottages, and the dry dock.

3. Kintbury Railway Viaduct & Station: Impressive Victorian railway architecture.

4. The Dundas Arms: A historic coaching inn (17th-century) on the canal and road junction.
5. Site of Kintbury Manor/Moated Site: South of the church.

6. The Bath Road (A4): The historic high street, lined with former inns and shops.

7. Kintbury Mill Sites: On the River Kennet, notably Upper Mill and Lower Mill.

Walking Through the Ages



Neolithic Era (~4000 BCE)
The river valley provided rich resources for hunting, fishing, and early agriculture.

Bronze Age (~2500 BCE)
The ford likely became a significant local crossing point; metalwork deposits in the river suggest ritual
activity.

Iron Age (~700 BCE)
The area was within the territory of the Atrebates. A hillfort may have controlled the crossing from
the south (Hamstead Marshall Park).

Roman & Saxon Era (1st-9th Century CE)
Roman Kintbury was a key stop on the road between Calleva (Silchester) and Cunetio (Mildenhall). A
small settlement grew around the ford. The Saxon period saw permanent establishment. "Kintbury"
derives from the Old English Cynetan burh — "Cyneta's fortified place" or "royal fort," indicating its
early significance.

Medieval Period (11th—15th Century CE)
Recorded in Domesday as Cheneteberie, held by the Bishop of Winchester. A royal manor and a
market were granted. The church was rebuilt. Milling and tanning thrived using the river.

17th-19th Century CE
Kintbury flourished as a major coaching stop on the Bath Road. The canal arrived (c. 1794-1810),
transforming it into a bustling inland port for grain, timber, and coal. The railway arrived (1847),
initially competing with but later complementing the canal. The village became a hive of industry and
transport.

Layered Historical Landscape

The layering in Kintbury is one of sequential transport technologies. The prehistoric/Roman layer is
the ford and road line. The medieval layer added the church, manor, market, and mills. The 17th-
18th century coaching era intensified development along the Bath Road. The early 19th

century imposed the stark linearity and industrial features of the canal. The mid-19th century added
the monumental railway viaduct and station. The 20th century saw the decline of commercial water
and rail transport, the A4 bypass, and the rebirth of the canal for leisure. It is a landscape where each
era's infrastructure is still vividly present.

Landscape Function
e Prehistoric/Roman: River crossing and route node. Strategic control point.

e Saxon/Medieval: Manorial centre and market town. River-based industry (milling, tanning,
fishing). Local administrative hub.

e Post-Medieval (17th—18th C): Major coaching stop and trading village. Services for road
traffic. Maltings and brewing.

e 19th Century: Canal port and railway village. Trans-shipment point between road, canal, and
rail. Flour milling and other industries expanded.

e  20th-21st Century: Commuter village and leisure destination. Agriculture continues. Canal
and railway (now heritage line) are key to tourism and local identity.



Strategic Role

Kintbury's strategic role was consistently high due to its control of a major river crossing on a
primary national route. This made it a key military objective in every conflict from the Roman
conquest to the Civil War. Controlling Kintbury meant controlling movement along the Kennet Valley
and between London and the West.

Tactical influence

The river was a tactical barrier. The ford and any bridges were critical chokepoints. The canal and
railway embankments in the 19th/20th centuries added further linear obstacles. The village itself,
strung along the road, could be easily defended or blockaded.

Positioning

Positioned for maximum connectivity and resource exploitation: at a reliable river crossing on
the main London-Bath road, with water power for industry, and later at the junction of canal and
railway. Its location was chosen for movement, trade, and industrial potential.

Campaign Pathway Hypothesis
¢ Roman Conquest: The ford would have been a strategic objective.

e Civil War (1642-1651): Kintbury was in the thick of the campaign. The Bath Road was a vital
artery. The village was fought over and changed hands several times. It was plundered by
both sides, and the church was damaged. It lay between the key battles at Newbury.

e The Monmouth Rebellion (1685) & Jacobite Rising (1745): Government troops marched
through along the Bath Road.

e  World War II: The railway and canal were important for logistics; the area was on the flight
path to targets in the Midlands and beyond.

Possible Use Cases
e Transport & Services: Major coaching stop, canal port, railway junction.
e Industry: Milling (flour, paper, timber), malting, tanning, boat building.
e Agricultural: Market for downland sheep and grain; water-meadow management.

e Settlement: A substantial village serving as a commercial and social centre for the western
Kennet Valley.

North Wessex Downs: Ancient Landscape Timeline & Connections

Kintbury is the principal gateway and service centre for the western North Wessex Downs. It was
where downland produce (wool, grain) was brought for processing, sale, and shipment via road,
canal, and rail to London and Bristol. Its economy was intimately tied to the downland hinterland,
acting as its economic engine and connection to the wider world.

Cultural
Trailways & Interconnections

e Ancient Trackways: The Bath Road supreme. The canal and railway created new, faster
networks.



e Sacred Geometry: The church's prominent position near the manor and ford asserts
temporal and spiritual authority over this crucial junction.

Folklore & Continuity

Folklore is rich with tales of the canal: drowned lock-keepers, ghostly barges, and hidden contraband.
The railway has its ghosts too. Stories of Civil War plunder and highwaymen on the Bath Road
abound. Kintbury had a strong Nonconformist tradition (notably Baptist and Methodist), influenced
by travellers and industrial workers, leading to a history of religious dissent. The annual Kintbury
Water Carnival and the Kintbury & Hamstead Morris side celebrate its vibrant community spirit and
traditions.

Mesolithic Period (c. 10,000-4,500 BC)
Hunter-gatherers in the valley and on the downs.

Neolithic Period (c. 4,500-2,500 BC)
Early farming in the valley; ceremonial landscape on the downs.

Bronze Age (c. 2,500-800 BC)
Ford gains importance; metalwork deposition in river.

Iron Age (c. 800 BC-50 AD)
Tribal centre controlling the crossing.

Roman Period (c. 50—410 AD)
Roman roadside settlement (mutatio) at the ford.

Saxon Period (c. 410-1066 AD)
Royal estate established; name recorded.

Norman & Medieval Periods (1066—-1500 AD)
Manorial centre, market, and church flourish.

Historic & Archaeological Landmarks in and Nearby
e St. Mary's Church, Kintbury
e Kintbury Lock & Wharf (K&A Canal)
¢ Kintbury Railway Viaduct & Station
e The Dundas Arms
e Site of Kintbury Manor/Moat
¢ Kintbury Mill buildings
¢ The line of the Bath Road (old A4)
Integration of archaeology into the Historical Narrative

Archaeology in Kintbury must untangle deep, complex stratigraphy from millennia of intensive
use. Excavations ahead of development have revealed Roman buildings and roads. Standing
building analysis shows the evolution of mills and canal structures. Industrial archaeology studies
the mills, maltings, and railway works. Underwater archaeology in the canal and riverbed could



reveal lost artefacts. This multi-period, multi-faceted evidence is crucial for understanding a
settlement that was always a crossroads.

Industry

Mesolithic Period (c. 10,000-4,500 BC)
Industry: Hunting, fishing, flint knapping.

Neolithic Period (c. 4,500-2,500 BC)
Industry: Agriculture, flint mining, pottery.

Bronze Age (c. 2,500-800 BC)
Industry: Metalworking, agriculture, weaving.

Iron Age (c. 800 BC-50 AD)
Industry: Farming, ironworking, salt trading.

Roman Period (c. 50—410 AD)
Industry: Roadside services, pottery, metalworking, farming.

Saxon Period (c. 410-1066 AD)
Industry: Manorial farming, milling, weaving.

Norman & Medieval Periods (1066—1500 AD)
Industry: Milling, tanning, and wool processing were paramount. Market trade. Fishing.

Post-Medieval & Modern (—2000 AD)

Industry: Coaching trade (major inns, smithies). Milling expanded (flour, paper). Malting and
brewing. Canal-related trades (boat building, carrying, wharfage). Railway industry. In the 20th
century, milling and rail freight declined. Today, the economy is based on commuting, tourism (canal,
railway), light industry, and agriculture.

Full list of Listed Buildings
Kintbury has a large number of listed buildings reflecting its long prosperity:
e Grade II*: St. Mary's Church.

e Grade Il: The Dundas Arms; Kintbury Lock and associated buildings; Kintbury Railway Station
(main building); numerous 17th-19th century houses, cottages, and former inns along the
Bath Road and around the wharf (e.g., The Old Bakery, Wharf Cottage); several historic mill
buildings; Kintbury House; the Viaduct.

Wartime History through the ages
Roman to Medieval: A strategic site, likely garrisoned at times.
Civil War (1642-1651): As outlined, a key contested location. Seriously damaged.

World War I: Men from Kintbury served in large numbers. Local industry (milling) supported the war
effort.

World War Il: Kintbury's transport infrastructure was vital. The railway was a key route for troops
and supplies. The canal was considered for defence lines and may have been used for transporting
essential materials. The village was on the flight path for bombers, and the area experienced air raids



and crashes. It was part of the dense home front network, with evacuees and active ARP and Home
Guard units.



