
A Brief History of Rushall Parish 

Rushall Parish embodies a history of quiet agricultural conƟnuity, shaped by the rhythms of a 
winterbourne river and the demands of the surrounding downland. Its narraƟve is not of grand 
events or major industries, but of a small, resilient community that has persisted for over a thousand 
years as a tenant of larger neighbouring powers. The parish's story is one of adaptaƟon to a 
someƟmes-unreliable water source, manorial service, and the slow evoluƟon of farming pracƟces, 
offering a microcosm of the typical English rural experience. 

Terrain 

The parish lies on the northern edge of the Vale of Pewsey. The terrain is characterised by a gentle, 
south-facing slope running down from the chalk downland towards the valley floor. The key feature is 
the River Bourne, a classic winterbourne that flows seasonally, oŌen dry in summer but capable of 
flooding in winter. This results in a landscape of fields divided by hedgerows, with the seƩlement 
clustered along a lane on the higher, drier ground. The soil is a mix of chalk and clay, suitable for 
mixed farming. 

What stands out 

The most striking aspect of Rushall is its modest scale and clear, linear form. The village consists of 
one main street lined with coƩages, farmsteads, and the church, with liƩle scaƩered development. It 
feels organic and unpretenƟous. The Church of St. Michael, with its disƟncƟve wooden bell turret, is 
a charming and humble landmark. The parish's character is defined by its inƟmacy and its 
relaƟonship with the oŌen-dry river valley below, a landscape of subtle beauty rather than dramaƟc 
spectacle. 

Ancient Trackways 

The parish is traversed by local, funcƟonal routeways: 

 The Valley Track: A lane follows the contour along the spring line, connecƟng Rushall to the 
nearby villages of North Newnton and Upavon. This formed the basis of the main street. 

 Droves to the Downs: Tracks lead north from the village up onto the Marlborough Downs, 
providing access to the upland pastures for sheep. These are typically sunken lanes worn 
down by centuries of use. 

 ConnecƟon to the River Avon: A track leads south to the River Avon at Upavon, facilitaƟng 
local trade and movement. 
There were no major Roman roads or prehistoric ridgeways through the parish itself; it was 
connected to the wider world via these local networks. 

Mesolithic & Neolithic and other historic Sites 

 Mesolithic: Flint scaƩers on the downland slopes indicate early hunter-gatherer acƟvity. 

 Neolithic: The parish was part of the wider landscape, but lacks major monuments. It lies 
within sight of the Marden Henge complex to the east. 

 Bronze Age: Round barrows are present on the higher ground to the north, marking the 
burial sites of early farming communiƟes. 



 Other Historic Sites: The Church of St. Michael (largely 19th-century restoraƟon on medieval 
foundaƟons) and the site of the Medieval Manor. 

Mesolithic & Neolithic and other historic Finds 

Archaeological finds are typical of a rural agricultural area: 

 Prehistoric: Worked flints from the Mesolithic and Neolithic periods, and Bronze Age poƩery 
fragments from the barrows. 

 Romano-BriƟsh: PoƩery sherds indicate the presence of farmsteads in the area, supplying 
the Roman economy. 

 Medieval: The church and the earthworks of ridge and furrow from the open-field system 
are the primary artefacts. 

Key Ancient Landmarks 

1. The Church of St. Michael: The historic and visual heart of the parish. 

2. The River Bourne Valley: The defining winterbourne that shapes the local ecology and land 
use. 

3. The Bronze Age Round Barrows: On the downland to the north, ancient markers in the 
landscape. 

4. The Site of the Medieval Manor: The centre of secular authority for centuries. 

5. Marden Henge: While outside the parish, this major Neolithic site is a dominant presence in 
the wider landscape. 

Walking Through the Ages 

꾅 Neolithic Era (~4000 BCE) 

The downland slopes were cleared for early farming. The community would have been aware of the 
major ceremonial acƟviƟes at Marden Henge to the east. 

꾅 Bronze Age (~2500 BCE) 

Farming communiƟes established territories, burying their elite in round barrows on the high ground. 
The landscape was gradually divided into field systems. 

꾅 Iron Age (~700 BCE) 

The area was farmed by communiƟes likely connected to the hillforts on the surrounding downs. 
SeƩlement was probably in small, scaƩered farmsteads. 

꾅 Roman & Saxon Era (1st--9th Century CE) 

Romano-BriƟsh farms conƟnued the agricultural tradiƟon. The Saxon period saw the foundaƟon of 
the named seƩlement. "Rushall" derives from the Old English Rysc-healh, meaning "nook of land 
where rushes grow," a perfect descripƟon of its locaƟon by the marshy winterbourne. It was a small 
estate from its incepƟon. 

꾅 17th Century CE 



The parish was a small agricultural community. It was touched by the Civil War only indirectly, 
through foraging parƟes and the movement of troops along the vale. The manorial system was well-
established, and the economy was based on sheep and corn farming within the open field system. 

Layered Historical Landscape 

The layers in Rushall are subtle but clear: 

 Prehistoric: The barrows on the downland. 

 Romano-BriƟsh: The underlying paƩern of fields. 

 Saxon/Medieval: The village plan along the lane, the church, and the manor site. 

 Post-Medieval: The enclosure of the open fields in the 18th/19th centuries created the 
hedged landscape of today. 

 Modern: Minimal 20th-century development. 

Landscape FuncƟon 

The landscape funcƟon has been consistently agricultural: 

 Downland Slope: Used for sheep pasture and arable culƟvaƟon. 

 Bourne Valley BoƩom: Used for water-meadows and pasture, benefiƟng from the seasonal 
water flow. 
This mixed economy provided resilience. 

Strategic Role 

The parish had liƩle strategic role. Its importance was purely local and economic, as a producƟve 
agricultural unit. 

TacƟcal influence 

The parish offered no tacƟcal advantage. Its value was its agricultural produce. 

PosiƟoning 

Rushall is posiƟoned on a spring line on the slope of the Vale of Pewsey, above the winterbourne of 
the River Bourne. This provided a reliable water source and well-drained land for building. 

Campaign Pathway Hypothesis 

The parish was unlikely to be on a major campaign path. Its local tracks might have been used by 
smaller detachments for foraging during the Civil War. 

Possible Use Cases 

 Agricultural: Sustained mixed farming for millennia. 

 SeƩlement: A small, linear spring-line village. 

North Wessex Downs: Ancient Landscape Timeline & ConnecƟons 



Rushall is a typical vale-slope parish of the North Wessex Downs. Its connecƟons are local, to the 
downland pastures above and to the other villages along the edge of the vale, such as North 
Newnton. It was an agricultural subsidiary to larger centres like Upavon. 

Cultural 

Trailways & InterconnecƟons 

 Ancient Trackways: The network of lanes and droves connecƟng the village to its fields and 
neighbours. 

 Sacred Geometry: The placement of the Bronze Age barrows on the high points reflects a 
cosmology linking the ancestors to the land. 

Folklore & ConƟnuity 

Local folklore would be Ɵed to the winterbourne—its mysterious disappearance and return—and 
perhaps to the barrows. The conƟnuity is found in the enduring agricultural life and the church, 
which has been the focus of community for centuries. 

Mesolithic Period (c. 10,000--4,500 BC) 
Hunter-gatherers seasonally used the downland and valley. 

Neolithic Period (c. 4,500--2,500 BC) 
Early farmers cleared the land; part of the Marden Henge landscape. 

Bronze Age (c. 2,500--800 BC) 
ConstrucƟon of round barrows; the landscape becomes more formally seƩled. 

Iron Age (c. 800 BC--50 AD) 
SeƩled farming conƟnued. 

Roman Period (c. 50--410 AD) 
Farmsteads in the area supplied the Roman market. 

Saxon Period (c. 410--1066 AD) 
The estate of "Rysc-healh" was established. 

Norman & Medieval Periods (1066--1500 AD) 
Recorded in the Domesday Book as a very small seƩlement held by Wilton Abbey. It remained a 
small manor, oŌen held in conjuncƟon with larger neighbouring estates. 

Historic & Archaeological Landmarks in and Nearby 

 Church of St. Michael: A Grade II listed building. 

 The River Bourne. 

 Bronze Age Round Barrows on the northern downland. 

 Ridge and Furrow Earthworks of medieval fields. 

 Marden Henge to the east. 

IntegraƟon of archaeology into the Historical NarraƟve 



The history of Rushall is pieced together through landscape archaeology (barrows, ridge and furrow) 
and its standing buildings. The Domesday entry confirms its early small size. The narraƟve is one of 
quiet conƟnuity, typical of many small Wiltshire parishes. 

Industry 

Mesolithic Period (c. 10,000--4,500 BC) 
Industry: HunƟng, gathering. 

Neolithic Period (c. 4,500--2,500 BC) 
Industry: Agriculture. 

Bronze Age (c. 2,500--800 BC) 
Industry: Agriculture. 

Iron Age (c. 800 BC--50 AD) 
Industry: Agriculture. 

Roman Period (c. 50--410 AD) 
Industry: Agriculture. 

Saxon Period (c. 410--1066 AD) 
Industry: Agriculture. 

Norman & Medieval Periods (1066--1500 AD) 
Industry: Manorial agriculture (sheep and corn). 

Post-Medieval & Modern (-2000 AD) 
Industry: Agriculture remained the sole industry. The 20th century saw a shiŌ from tradiƟonal mixed 
farming towards more specialised arable and dairy. The parish remains predominantly agricultural, 
with a number of working farms, though many residents now commute to Devizes, Pewsey, or 
further afield. 

Full list of Listed Buildings 

Rushall has a small number of listed buildings, reflecƟng its size and modest history: 

 Grade II: Church of St Michael, Manor Farmhouse, and a handful of 17th and 18th-century 
coƩages. 

WarƟme History through the ages 

Roman Period (c. 50--410 AD) 
A peaceful agricultural area. 

Saxon Period (c. 410--1066 AD) 
Too small to have a significant military role. 

Norman & Medieval Periods (1066--1500 AD) 
Its tenants would have owed service to the lord of the manor. 

Modern wars including WW1, WW2 (-2000 AD) 
Civil War: Minimal direct impact, though foraging parƟes may have operated in the area. 
WWI & WWII: Men from the parish served. The land was intensively farmed for the war effort. Its 
main contribuƟon was agricultural, with the farms playing a vital role in the naƟon's food producƟon. 



 


