
A Brief History of Easton Royal, Wiltshire 

Easton Royal is a village whose history is defined by a pivotal shiŌ from secular manorial power to 
profound ecclesiasƟcal influence, all set within the rich agricultural landscape of the Vale of Pewsey. 
Its narraƟve is one of two disƟnct eras: an early medieval manorial estate that evolved into a 
prosperous priory town, followed by a long, quiet period of agricultural seƩlement aŌer the 
DissoluƟon. The village's story is not of ancient monuments or dramaƟc defence, but of the rise and 
fall of religious insƟtuƟons and the enduring farming community that outlasted them. 

Terrain 

Easton Royal is situated on a low, gentle rise of greensand and clay on the northern floor of the Vale 
of Pewsey. This geology provides a ferƟle, if somewhat heavy, soil ideal for mixed farming. The land is 
predominantly flat to gently undulaƟng, characterisƟc of the vale, but it rises gradually to the north 
towards the chalk escarpment of the Marlborough Downs. Several small streams and winterbournes 
drain southwards through the parish towards the River Dun. This posiƟon offered excellent arable 
land, reliable water, and access to the downland pastures—a combinaƟon that supported both a 
wealthy manor and a large monasƟc grange. 

What stands out 

The most striking feature is the palimpsest of ecclesiasƟcal history. The village is dominated by 
the remains of the Priory of St Mary, founded in the 13th century. Though largely demolished aŌer 
the DissoluƟon, substanƟal architectural fragments are incorporated into later buildings, notably the 
magnificent Tudor-era Manor House (Easton Royal House) built from priory stone. The Church of St. 
Thomas of Canterbury, though Victorian, stands on the site of the priory church. The village layout, 
with a large central green, hints at its former importance as a centre of monasƟc acƟvity, now a 
quiet, picturesque agricultural seƩlement. 

Ancient Trackways 

Easton Royal's tracks are funcƟonal, connecƟng it to its agricultural lands and neighbouring centres. 

 Vale Lanes: The network of lanes across the flat vale floor connects Easton Royal to the 
nearby villages of Milton Lilbourne and Pewsey. These were used for local trade and 
agricultural movement. 

 Drovers' Roads: Routes lead north up onto the Marlborough Downs, used for centuries for 
moving livestock to and from the high chalk pasture. 

 The Devizes-Marlborough Road: While not a Roman road, this has long been a significant 
route along the vale, and Easton Royal would have been connected to it via local lanes, 
facilitaƟng the transport of goods to market. 

Mesolithic & Neolithic and other historic Sites 

 Mesolithic: Evidence would be limited to the higher, drier ground of the downs to the north. 

 Neolithic/Bronze Age: The parish is on the periphery of the major monument-building 
centres. The focus was on the vale floor for agriculture. No major prehistoric monuments 
exist within the parish boundaries. 

 Other Historic Sites: The site of the medieval Priory is the paramount historic site. 
The medieval fishponds associated with the priory are a significant landscape feature, 



though now largely silted up or incorporated into gardens. The Manor House (Easton Royal 
House) is a key post-medieval site. 

Mesolithic & Neolithic and other historic Finds 

Finds from early periods are scarce but would consist of stray flint tools such as scrapers or 
arrowheads, lost during hunƟng or early land clearance. The most significant finds are medieval: 
architectural fragments from the priory, poƩery, and artefacts related to monasƟc life and the 
manorial economy. Evidence of the priory's industrial acƟviƟes, such as poƩery or metalworking, 
might also be found. 

Key Ancient Landmarks 

1. The Priory of St Mary (remains): The foundaƟonal landmark, with its stonework repurposed 
in the Manor House and other buildings. 

2. Easton Royal House (The Manor House): A magnificent Tudor manor house built largely 
from priory stone, symbolising the transfer of power from church to gentry. 

3. The Priory Fishponds: Earthworks and water features that served the monasƟc community. 

4. St. Thomas of Canterbury Church: A Victorian church on an ancient site. 

5. The Village Green: A large open space that may have been part of the priory complex or the 
medieval village centre. 

Walking Through the Ages 

꾅 Neolithic Era (~4000 BCE) 

The area was likely dense woodland. The first farmers began clearing the lighter soils on the vale 
edges, but the heavy clays of Easton were probably sƟll largely untouched. 

꾅 Bronze Age (~2500 BCE) 

Limited clearance conƟnued. The area was used for pasture and some agriculture by communiƟes 
based on the surrounding downs. 

꾅 Iron Age (~700 BCE) 

The area was farmed by communiƟes likely linked to hillforts on the downs. The vale soils were 
increasingly exploited for agriculture. 

꾅 Roman & Saxon Era (1st--9th Century CE) 

The area was farmed, possibly from a villa estate. The Saxon period saw the establishment of the 
manor. "Easton" means "eastern farmstead or estate". 

꾅 13th Century CE 

The pivotal moment: the manorial estate was granted to the Abbey of Stanley to found a Cistercian 
priory. This transformed Easton into a centre of monasƟc industry and agriculture. The prefix "Royal" 
was added later, reflecƟng a former royal ownership of the manor. 

Layered Historical Landscape 



The landscape layering in Easton Royal tells a story of ecclesiasƟcal rise and fall. The Saxon manor is 
the hidden base layer. The medieval priory and its fishponds are the dominant historical layer that 
reshaped the landscape. The Tudor Manor House is a layer of dissoluƟon and reuse, built from the 
bones of the priory. The Victorian church and the parliamentary enclosure fields are the most 
recent layers, represenƟng the return of the village to a purely agricultural funcƟon. 

Landscape FuncƟon 

 Prehistoric: Woodland, then cleared for pasture and limited agriculture. 

 Romano-BriƟsh: Agricultural hinterland. 

 Saxon-Medieval: Manorial centre, then monasƟc grange and religious house. FuncƟon: 
prayer, scholarship, and intensive agricultural producƟon to support the monastery. 

 Post-Medieval to Modern: Agricultural village. AŌer the DissoluƟon, the monasƟc lands 
were broken up and sold, and the village returned to a manorial and farming economy. 

Strategic Role 

Easton Royal's role was economic and religious. As a priory, it was a strategic centre for the 
agricultural exploitaƟon of a large part of the Vale of Pewsey. Its produce and wealth supported the 
mother abbey at Stanley. It was a place of spiritual producƟon and earthly revenue generaƟon. 

TacƟcal influence 

The flat vale offered no tacƟcal advantages for defence. The priory would have been vulnerable to 
raids and required protecƟon from its patrons. Its value was in its output, not its posiƟon. 

PosiƟoning 

The village was posiƟoned based on agricultural potenƟal. The ferƟle soils of the vale were ideal for 
supporƟng a large monasƟc community. The site was chosen for its resource base, not for defence or 
trade. 

Campaign Pathway Hypothesis 

The area was not on a major campaign route. Its main experience of conflict would have been during 
the DissoluƟon of the Monasteries (1536-1541), when the priory was surrendered to the Crown and 
its inhabitants dispersed. This was a seismic event for the community, not a military campaign but an 
administraƟve and religious one. 

Possible Use Cases 

 MonasƟc Grange: Primary funcƟon in the medieval period. 

 Agricultural: The constant underlying funcƟon. 

 Religious: A centre for prayer and learning. 

 Manorial: A centre of estate management before and aŌer the monasƟc period. 

North Wessex Downs: Ancient Landscape Timeline & ConnecƟons 

Easton Royal represents the vale economy that complemented the downland. While the downs 
provided sheep pasture, the vales provided the arable wealth that supported major insƟtuƟons like 



monasteries. It was connected to the Abbey of Stanley and through it to the wider network of 
ecclesiasƟcal power. Its story is part of the history of monasƟc land management in England. 

Cultural 

Trailways & InterconnecƟons 

 Ancient Trackways: The local lanes are the key interconnecƟons, linking the village to its 
fields and its neighbours. 

 Sacred Geometry: The layout of the priory would have followed a tradiƟonal monasƟc plan, 
oriented east-west. The reuse of its stone in the manor house creates a direct physical and 
symbolic link between the sacred and the secular. 

Folklore & ConƟnuity 

Folklore would be deeply Ɵed to the lost priory: tales of hidden tunnels, ghostly monks, and secret 
treasures buried as the DissoluƟon loomed. The name "Royal" itself is a folk memory of a long-lost 
status. The village's idenƟty is rooted in this history of lost grandeur. 

Mesolithic Period (c. 10,000--4,500 BC) 
The area was largely untouched woodland, occasionally visited by hunters from the uplands. 

Neolithic Period (c. 4,500--2,500 BC) 
The chalk downs saw monument building, but the heavy clay vale of Easton remained largely 
wooded. 

Bronze Age (c. 2,500--800 BC) 
Gradual forest clearance began on the vale floor for agriculture. 

Iron Age (c. 800 BC--50 AD) 
The area was farmed as part of the territory of a downland hillfort community. 

Roman Period (c. 50--410 AD) 
Farming conƟnued, likely supplying nearby seƩlements. 

Saxon Period (c. 410--1066 AD) 
The manor of "Easton" was established, a Saxon estate centre. 

Norman & Medieval Periods (1066--1500 AD) 
Recorded in the Domesday Book. In the 13th century, it was granted to found a priory of Cistercian 
monks. The priory became the economic and spiritual heart of the area, managing a large estate. 

Historic & Archaeological Landmarks in and Nearby 

 Easton Royal House (Manor House): A Grade I listed building, incorporaƟng priory remains. 

 The Priory Fishponds: Earthwork remains. 

 St. Thomas of Canterbury Church: Victorian church on the priory site. 

 The Village Green: A possible remnant of the monasƟc precinct. 

IntegraƟon of archaeology into the Historical NarraƟve 

Archaeology is crucial for understanding the priory period. Geophysical survey could reveal the full 
extent of the monasƟc buildings and their layout. Architectural analysis of the Manor House 



idenƟfies which parts are recycled priory stone. Documentary research into the priory's records 
reveals the scale of its operaƟons. This combined evidence brings the history of the lost monastery 
to life. 

Industry 

Mesolithic Period (c. 10,000--4,500 BC) 
Industry: None in the area. 

Neolithic Period (c. 4,500--2,500 BC) 
Industry: Limited hunƟng. 

Bronze Age (c. 2,500--800 BC) 
Industry: Forest clearance, agriculture. 

Iron Age (c. 800 BC--50 AD) 
Industry: Agriculture. 

Roman Period (c. 50--410 AD) 
Industry: Agriculture. 

Saxon Period (c. 410--1066 AD) 
Industry: Agriculture within a manorial system. 

Norman & Medieval Periods (1066--1500 AD) 
Industry: Under the priory, industry was diverse and organised: intensive agriculture (grain, 
sheep), fishing (from the fishponds), wool producƟon, and likely other craŌs like brewing, baking, 
and milling to support the monasƟc community. 

Post-Medieval & Modern (-2000 AD) 
Industry: AŌer the DissoluƟon, agriculture reverted to the sole industry. The 20th century saw a shiŌ 
to more intensive arable and dairy farming. Today, it is a quiet agricultural village with some 
commuƟng to Pewsey and Marlborough. 

Full list of Listed Buildings 

Easton Royal has a small number of highly significant listed buildings, a legacy of its priory past: 

 Grade I: Easton Royal House (The Manor House). 

 Grade II: The Old Priory (a house incorporaƟng priory fragments); Easton Farmhouse; and a 
handful of coƩages. 

WarƟme History through the ages 

Medieval Period (1066--1500 AD) 
The priory would have paid taxes to fund the king's wars. Its wealth may have made it a target during 
periods of unrest. 

The DissoluƟon (1530s) 
This was the village's defining "warƟme" experience—a cold, administraƟve war on the church. The 
surrender of the priory and the evicƟon of its monks was a traumaƟc event that changed the 
community forever. 



English Civil War (1642-1651) 
The area was Parliamentarian. The former priory estate may have been requisiƟoned or taxed to 
support the cause. The manor house was likely occupied by a Parliamentary officer. 

Modern wars including WW1, WW2 (-2000 AD) 
World War I & II: Men from the parish served. The area's role was agricultural, contribuƟng to the 
food supply. The war was a distant event for this secluded village. 

 


