A Brief History of Collingbourne Kingston, Wiltshire

Collingbourne Kingston is a village of profound antiquity and quiet significance, its history deeply
embedded in the chalk downland of eastern Wiltshire. Alongside its twin, Collingbourne Ducis, it
shares the valley of the River Bourne, yet it possesses a distinct character defined by royal Saxon
origins, a wealth of prehistoric monuments, and a more secluded, agricultural essence. Its narrative
is one of early importance, gradual transition, and the enduring patterns of downland farming, from
the builders of Neolithic tombs to the modern stewardship of its ancient fields.

Terrain

Collingbourne Kingston shares the broad, shallow valley of the River Bourne with its neighbour. The
village is situated on a gravel terrace on the western side of the valley, providing a well-drained
foundation for settlement. The terrain consists of rolling chalk downland, which rises gently to the
west towards the vast expanse of Salisbury Plain and to the east towards the Savernake Forest



plateau. This position offers a blend of sheltered valley land for settlement and water, and open
upland for pasture. Its slightly more removed position from the main Roman road gives it a more
intimate, nucleated feel compared to the linear form of Collingbourne Ducis.

What stands out

The most striking feature is the extraordinary density of prehistoric monuments on the downland
immediately surrounding the village. The Neolithic long barrow on the eastern outskirts is a massive
and imposing presence, one of the most significant in the area. The downland is dotted with
numerous Bronze Age round barrows, creating a powerful ritual landscape. The village itself is

more tightly nucleated around its church and green than Collingbourne Ducis, reflecting a different
pattern of medieval development. The 12th-century Church of St. Mary, with its Norman doorways
and chancel, speaks to the village's early manorial importance.

Ancient Trackways

While the Roman road runs through Ducis, Kingston's tracks are older and more locally focused.

The Harrow Way: This ancient north-south trackway, of probable prehistoric origin, runs
along the high downland to the east of the village. It was a major route for moving livestock
and people across the country long before the Romans.

The Salisbury Plain Ridgeway: The network of prehistoric tracks along the crest of the plain
runs to the south and west.

Drovers' Roads and Holloways: A network of deep, sunken lanes leads from the village up
onto the open downland. These were used for centuries for moving sheep to and from the
high pasture.

Local Lanes: The network of lanes connects Collingbourne Kingston to its twin, Ducis, and to
the neighbouring villages of Everleigh and Tidcombe.

Mesolithic & Neolithic and other historic Sites

Mesolithic: Flint scatters on the surrounding downs indicate early hunter-gatherer activity.

Neolithic: The Collingbourne Kingston Long Barrow is a major monument—a chambered
tomb dating to around 3500 BCE, providing clear evidence of a significant ceremonial
presence in the area.

Bronze Age: The downland is exceptionally rich in round barrows, with several prominent
groups visible on the skyline, particularly to the south and east of the village.

Iron Age: The area was heavily farmed. While there is no major hillfort within the
parish, Chisbury Camp to the east and Sidbury Hill to the north would have been the local
centres of power.

Other Historic Sites: The medieval village itself is a site, with its planned layout around the
church. Strip lynchets on the valley slopes are evidence of the medieval open field system.

Mesolithic & Neolithic and other historic Finds

Mesolithic finds include microliths and cores. Neolithic finds around the long barrow would include
pottery, flint tools, and human remains. Bronze Age finds are prominent; antiquarians like Sir Richard
Colt Hoare excavated many of the round barrows in the 19th century, uncovering grave goods such



as beaker pottery, bronze daggers, and amber necklaces. These finds indicate a wealthy and well-
connected community in the Bronze Age.

Key Ancient Landmarks

1. Collingbourne Kingston Long Barrow: A massive Neolithic chambered tomb, the paramount
ancient landmark.

2. The Round Barrow Groups: Collections of Bronze Age burial mounds on the downland, a
stunning ritual landscape.

3. St. Mary's Church: A Norman and Early English church, representing the Saxon and medieval
manorial centre.

4. The Harrow Way: The ancient trackway on the eastern downland.

5. The Nucleated Village Plan: The cluster of houses around the church and green is itself a
landmark of medieval planning.

6. The River Bourne: The winterbourne that gives the place its name.
Walking Through the Ages
Neolithic Era (~4000 BCE)

The first farming communities arrived and constructed the long barrow as a communal tomb for
their ancestors. This was a major undertaking that established the area as a place of ritual
significance for millennia.

Bronze Age (~2500 BCE)

The downland became a focus for burial and ceremony. High-status individuals were buried under
the round barrows, often with rich grave goods, indicating a prosperous pastoral society that
controlled valuable trade routes.

Iron Age (~700 BCE)

The area was farmed by communities linked to the nearby hillforts. The valley soils were cultivated,
and the downland used for pasture.

Roman & Saxon Era (1st--9th Century CE)

The area was farmed, likely from a villa estate. The Saxon period was key: "Kingston" means King's
tun or estate, indicating it was a royal manor held directly by the Saxon kings. This was the source of
its early importance and its suffix.

17th Century CE

Collingbourne Kingston was a prosperous agricultural parish. The medieval open field system was still
in operation. Its royal origins were a distant memory, but it remained a significant village within the
downland economy.

Layered Historical Landscape

The landscape layering here is intensely prehistoric. The Neolithic long barrow is the foundational
layer, a place of deep time. The Bronze Age barrows are the next major layer, clustering around the



older monument. The medieval village and its strip fields represent the agrarian appropriation of
this ancient ritual landscape. The Norman church represents the imposition of a new religious order.
It is a classic example of a sacred prehistoric landscape being overlaid by later farming settlement.

Landscape Function
e Prehistoric: Ceremonial and ritual centre (long barrow, round barrows), pasture.
¢ Romano-British: Agricultural hinterland.

¢ Saxon-Medieval: A royal estate centre, then a manorial village farming a communal open
field system, focused on arable crops and sheep on the downland.

e Post-Medieval to Modern: The transition to enclosed farms. Mixed farming (sheep and corn)
remained central. Today, it is a quiet, predominantly agricultural village.

Strategic Role

In the Saxon period, its role was administrative and economic. As a royal estate (King's tun), it was a
centre for managing the surrounding land and collecting renders and taxes for the crown. Its value
was in its agricultural productivity and its strategic position within the Saxon kingdom of Wessex.

Tactical influence

The high downland provided excellent grazing but was open and exposed. Its tactical value lay in
its observation points. The barrow-topped hills would have been used as lookouts and beacon sites
in times of conflict, much like nearby Beacon Hill.

Positioning

The village was positioned based on agricultural quality and water. It sits on the fertile gravel terrace
next to the River Bourne, with immediate access to excellent arable land in the valley and pasture on
the downs above. Its nucleation suggests a planned, perhaps manorial, foundation.

Campaign Pathway Hypothesis
The Harrow Way was a significant ancient route:
e It would have been used in prehistoric times for movement and trade.

e It may have been used by Saxon and Danish armies as an alternative high-level route to the
Roman road in the valley.

e Itsuse in later periods was likely more for droving and local movement.
Possible Use Cases

e Ceremonial & Ritual: Primary function in the Neolithic and Bronze Age.

¢ Royal Administrative Centre: Primary function in the Saxon period.

e  Agricultural: The constant underlying function.

e Settlement: A nucleated village plan typical of a well-established estate.

North Wessex Downs: Ancient Landscape Timeline & Connections



Collingbourne Kingston is a core part of the prehistoric ritual landscape of the North Wessex Downs.
Its monuments connect it to the broader complexes of Stonehenge and Avebury. Its history as a
Saxon royal estate shows how these ancient landscapes were absorbed into the administrative
structures of emerging kingdoms. It is connected to its twin, Ducis, by the shared valley but tells a
different, deeper story.

Cultural
Trailways & Interconnections

¢ Ancient Trackways: The Harrow Way is the key external interconnection. The local droves
and holloways are the vital links to the downland pastures.

e Sacred Geometry: The placement of the long barrow and the round barrows was deliberate
to be highly visible in the landscape, aligning with other features and celestial events. This
created a sacred geography.

Folklore & Continuity

Folklore would be intensely focused on the ancient monuments. The long barrow would be
associated with ghosts, fairies, and buried treasure. The round barrows would be called "fairy hills"
or "giants' graves." These stories are folk memories preserving the significance of these sites long
after their original purpose was forgotten.

Mesolithic Period (c. 10,000--4,500 BC)
Hunters roamed the open downland, establishing temporary camps on the chalk hills.

Neolithic Period (c. 4,500--2,500 BC)
The first farming communities built the long barrow as a communal tomb, a massive undertaking
that marked their claim to the land.

Bronze Age (c. 2,500--800 BC)
The area became a focus for burial, with individual leaders interred under round barrows with rich
grave goods, indicating wealth and trade connections.

Iron Age (c. 800 BC--50 AD)
The land was farmed by communities based in the local hillforts. The ritual significance of the area
may have persisted.

Roman Period (c. 50--410 AD)
Farming continued, likely supplying the nearby Roman road and settlements.

Saxon Period (c. 410--1066 AD)
The village was established as a royal estate (King's tun), giving it its name and importance. It was a
key centre in the early Saxon administration of Wessex.

Norman & Medieval Periods (1066--1500 AD)
Recorded in the Domesday Book as a large and valuable estate, though no longer royal. The church
was built. The village operated a three-field open system.

Historic & Archaeological Landmarks in and Nearby
e Collingbourne Kingston Long Barrow: A Scheduled Monument and Neolithic tomb.

¢ The Round Barrows: Multiple Scheduled Monuments on the downland.



e St. Mary's Church: Norman and medieval architecture.

¢ The Harrow Way: An ancient trackway.

e Maedieval Ridge and Furrow: Earthworks of the open field system.
Integration of archaeology into the Historical Narrative

Archaeology is paramount here. The excavation of the barrows in the 19th century provided tangible
evidence of the wealth and beliefs of the Bronze Age community. Aerial photography reveals the
extent of the prehistoric landscape and the medieval field systems. LiDAR can enhance the visibility
of these features. This physical evidence is what reveals the village's deep prehistoric significance,
which is not immediately obvious from its current appearance.

Industry

Mesolithic Period (c. 10,000--4,500 BC)
Industry: Flint knapping for hunting tools.

Neolithic Period (c. 4,500--2,500 BC)
Industry: Animal husbandry, flint tool production, monument building.

Bronze Age (c. 2,500--800 BC)
Industry: Pastoralism (sheep, cattle), limited agriculture, bronze metalworking (elsewhere).

Iron Age (c. 800 BC--50 AD)
Industry: Agriculture, iron working.

Roman Period (c. 50--410 AD)
Industry: Agriculture.

Saxon Period (c. 410--1066 AD)
Industry: Agriculture within a royal estate, rendering produce to the king.

Norman & Medieval Periods (1066--1500 AD)
Industry: Agriculture was the primary industry, with a focus on sheep and wool production on the
downland. The village was a centre of manorial production.

Post-Medieval & Modern (-2000 AD)

Industry: Agriculture has been the only significant industry. The enclosed fields were used for mixed
farming. The 20th century saw a shift towards more intensive arable farming. Today, it remains a
predominantly agricultural parish with some commuting to Andover and Salisbury.

Full list of Listed Buildings
Collingbourne Kingston has a number of listed buildings reflecting its historic status:
e Grade II*: Church of St. Mary.

e Grade Il: Kingston Manor House (17th century); and several 17th and 18th-century cottages
and farmhouses around the village centre.

Wartime History through the ages

Iron Age (c. 800 BC--50 AD)
The area may have been raided, and men would have fought for the local hillfort tribe.



Roman Period (c. 50--410 AD)
The area was pacified and supplied the Roman army.

Saxon and Danish Period (c. 410--1066 AD)
As a royal estate, it would have been a target for Danish raiding parties seeking plunder and supplies.
Men from the estate may have been called to fight for the Saxon king.

English Civil War (1642-1651)
The area was Parliamentarian. The village would have been subject to foraging and requisitioning by
both sides. The high downland was used for troop movements.

Modern wars including WW1, WW2 (-2000 AD)

World War | & Il: Men from the parish served. The area's role was agricultural, contributing to the
war effort. The proximity to the huge military camp at Collingbourne Ducis and the training grounds
on Salisbury Plain meant the area was saturated with military activity.



